World Urban Forum and Youth Declaration

Vancouver, June 19-23, 2006 (Coast Sailish Land)

I. Introduction 

In the weekend preceding the World Urban Forum III (WUF III) over four hundred youth leaders, representing over forty countries, assembled in Vancouver to share our experiences with, and strategies for, urban development. Over three days, we attended workshops, training sessions and had impassioned discussions about the issues plaguing our communities. From these discussions, an overarching theme emerged and held prominence: ‘youth mainstreaming’ the most important challenge to overcome for us today is to be engaged and involved in the decision-making process. 

Youth mainstreaming has become the most effective way for the global community to benefit from our enormous potential.  The concept describes cross-cutting, committed and consistent partnerships where youth are regarded as equal citizens to development as opposed to token participation. Youth mainstreaming has also become the inclusion of youth issues in development agendas. This means that young people must and should be at the table when decisions regarding their communities are being made, no matter the authority, agency, or level of government. 

As youth, we acknowledge the similar struggle undergone by another UN-Habitat partner – women – in their fight to mainstream gender issues in development agenda. This challenge was concentrated two decades ago, and has led to an embedded recognition of gendered perspectives in decision-making processes. We must use this as a model to mainstream youth voices and issues in all development decisions to give the same permanency to youth inclusion. To truly mainstream us, the diversity of youth perspectives must be reflected as well, giving particular attention to socially underrepresented demographics such as women, indigenous people and other marginalized groups. 
Youth mainstreaming also incorporates youth led development – the need to engage and work with youth run programs, projects and organizations. Particular attention must be paid to socially underrepresented demographics such as women, indigenous people and other marginalized groups. 

Political will has been coined as a key determinant to this process. Local authorities cannot continue to consider their youth constituency a nuisance, and beyond that, must mobilize and engage their young people as a community resource. This must be reflected in policy and budgetary priorities. Youth are in many ways the most vulnerable to budget reallocation and changes in government, and by rooting youth in existing mechanisms we can normalize this inter-generational partnership. 

It would be anachronistic to justify why youth should be considered stakeholders in this process. In fact, UN-HABITAT in its working document on Enhanced Youth Engagement has already identified youth as central to solving the extensive urbanization problems that impede sustainable development. The debate therefore, is now centered on which actionable ideas can be used to mainstream youth, how best we address urban youth issues and what is needed to make it effective.

II. Recommendations

Although the issues facing urban youth are interconnected, we have highlighted the following recommendations to ensure an increase in resources, representation, dialogue and support in the areas of governance, sustainable economies, safety and non-violence, health, gender equality, indigenous rights and environmental health.


Representation
· Create an accessible and financially sustainable global youth-led advisory council that will make a concerted effort across all sectors. It should not only promote and engage in dialogue with UN-HABITAT, but also have access to marginalized youth groups whose interests they will represent. It is integral for young people to be mainstreamed into all decision-making practices. 

· Conduct extensive field research and report on the overall impact of youth on national economies in order to inform further decision-making recommendations on youth’s role in local-international economies. 

· Each country should appoint two representative youth delegates at all international councils and roundtable events, to advocate for youth issues from the perspective of their respective countries. 

Programming
· UN-HABITAT should be committed to youth mainstreaming by actively engaging a broad range of youth led agencies through signing multi-years MOUs at the next Governing Council. This will enable the past and current successful partnerships such as with the Environmental Youth Alliance and Youth for Habitat, to continue.

·  
· UN-HABITAT should have a youth-friendly window, meaning a fast-tracked mechanism to support community-based youth development initiatives. These include vocational training programs, youth-run businesses, youth-specific HIV/AIDS offices, and Information Communication Technologies (ICTs) infrastructure. These initiatives create more opportunities for developing basic skills, sharing knowledge, strengthening and supporting community relationships, and bringing marginalized groups into mainstream society. 

· Establish crime and conflict prevention initiatives that foster formal, informal and non-formal educational dialogue about individual biases, prejudices and stereotypes in order to break down barriers and lead to group identification. Youth must be recognized and trained as peacebuilders since youth, and young women especially, are the largest demographic effected by crime, violence and abuse. 
 
· Create incentives for companies to invest in socially, economically, and environmentally sustainable business practices that will support the growth of local economies and improve the lives of women, children, persons living with HIV/AIDS and other disenfranchised populations. 

Resources
·   UN-HABITAT should create a centralized youth fund within its structure to allocate an equitable proportion of funds to youth-specific ventures. The Youth Fund will come from funds already being channeled into UN-HABITAT, and will focus on urban development issues pertaining to youth, such as the creation of more youth-run businesses, HIV/AIDS youth support programs, and solid waste disposal and recycling programs. 

·   To directly impact their local economies, youth should have access to micro-lending and micro-grant programs. 

·   Allocate funding in a manner that legitimizes the expertise, experience and effectiveness of marginalized groups, such as women, indigenous peoples and their allies at local and international levels.  
III. Conclusion

This document is putting forth a plan that evolves our ideas into actions. This set of recommendations is founded in workable solutions. It is a critical and  urgent call to UN–HABITAT, local authorities and Habitat Agenda Partners to mainstream youth into all aspects of decision-making, from involving them at the table as equal partners, to encouraging and supporting their active presence in every sector, and having youth involvement as an indicator for development 
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